
Winter 2021 Grad 
Coordinator Meeting

Guests: 

• Graduate Student Leader
• Jingqing Liu, Senior Staff Psychologist, University Counseling 

Services
• Hilary Gerdes, Asst. VP for Accessibility
• Martin Stanberry, Associate Director, ELR
• Becky Megerssa, Assistant Director & SEVIS Manager, International 

Student & Scholar Services

Graduate School Staff: 
• Andy Karduna, Associate Dean
• Padma Akkaraju, Director of Diversity and Inclusion 
• Jered Nagel, Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs
• Lisa Howard, Director of Finance and Administration
• Hannah Schneider-Lynch, Director of Graduate Admissions & 

Recruitment
• Lesley Yates-Pollard, Academic Affairs & Admissions Specialist



Diversity & Inclusion
• Promising Scholar Awards – March 3, 3PM
• Access and Mobility

• Student Experience
• GTFF Disability Access Caucus 

• Mental Health Support
• Counseling Services

• Access and Success Support
• AEC



Graduate Student Experience

Raye Hendrix



GRAD STUDENT EXPERIENCE

ON CAMPUS

• GEs assigned to teach in or attend labs in classrooms with limited access

ONLINE

• GEs with reading disabilities were not provided accommodation for reading hundreds of papers, completing 
schoolwork in an online format, etc. 

• The expectation that since many GEs are working from home, they would manage with issues such as migraines, 
eye strain, etc. 

• Difficulty with requesting &/or obtaining work-from-home supplies (for example, requesting an ergonomic chair, 
workspace, mouse, screen readers, etc.)

GENERAL REPORTED ISSUES & CONCERNS

• Burnout, fatigue, depression, anxiety, an expectation of productivity that matches or exceeds pre-pandemic 
expectations, lack of respect for mental health considerations, professors not learning how to use captions in 
Zoom



University Counseling Services

Jingqing Liu, Ph.D.











Accessible Education Center 

Hilary Gerdes, Ph.D.









ADA/ELR

Martin Stanberry



Accommodation Process Guide 

https://hr.uoregon.edu/employee-labor-
relations/accommodations/disability-
accommodation/disability-accommodation-
process-0

Email: workplaceADA@uoregon.edu





International Students
Becky Megerssa, Assistant Director & SEVIS Manager

International Student & Scholar Services
Division of Global Engagement



What are next steps when international 
students are admitted to a program?

• UO Graduate School admits student

• ISSS (Becky) notified via Office of Admissions 

• ISSS sends welcome email with request for financials
• https://isss.uoregon.edu/financial-documentation-international-

graduate-students

• I-20 or SEVIS transfer form sent to student



Pre-Arrival Communication

• Pre-Arrival Checklist: https://isss.uoregon.edu/pre-arrival

• Visa and Travel Updates: https://isss.uoregon.edu/fall-
2020-guidance-new-international-students

• Orientation Plan



Questions?

Becky Megerssa
becky@uoregon.edu

541-346-3206
Oregon Hall, 3rd floor

9am – 4pm



Recruitment Awards Still 
Available
• Promising Scholar Awards – Round 2 due 

March 3
• Top Off Awards – Apply ASAP (first come 

first served)



Admissions Updates
• Admissions Training Videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnFDn6
Hmx6g2z8gLe7cGLsuLMeOXlRHU7

• Slate “Insight” CRM



GE Hiring Updates

Hiring Term Submissions 
Open 

Graduate School Deadline
(ePRF submitted to Grad 
School)

Payroll Hire 
Documentation
(directly to Payroll)

Summer 2021 February 24 May 14 June 7

Fall 2021 May 3 July 16 September 8

Important Dates

OnBase migration will not be completed for Fall submission. Please continue to 
submit in Perceptive.

See duckdocs.uoregon.edu for portal options.



Scholarships and Awards
Awards with 2/15 deadline: 
• Applications closed

Gary Smith Summer Professional Development Award
• Deadline extended to March 1

Sylff Fellowship for International Research
• Open to UO, OSU, and PSU doctoral students whose work has an international 

dimension
• Only one nomination per department/program
• Deadlines: 

• Departmental deadline: varies by program – programs should set an internal deadline early enough to allow nominated 
students to apply by April 26

• Applications due:  April 26 
• Faculty reference letters due:  April 28
• Department/Program nomination letters due: May 3

Kimble First-Year Teaching Award
• Two $500 awards: one for 1st time lab/discussion leader, one for 1st time sole 

instructor
• Deadline: June 30



Other Updates & Reminders
GE Enrollment Requirement for Spring term
• Petitions for less than 9 credits will likely be accepted 

for Spring – still discussing with GTFF

Reminder: Emails accepted in lieu of signatures
• https://gradschool.uoregon.edu/covid-19-revised-

procedures

Grading
• As of Winter 2021, we returned to the standard deadline 

for changing grade options as well as the standard 
limitations for Pass/No Pass grading on courses and 
degree requirements



Graduate Coordinator Handbook

It’s finally here!

Don’t remember what forms to submit?

Questions about processing admissions?

Who is supposed to enter that dissertation committee anyway?

Find your answers (and figure out who to contact when you can’t) here:

https://gradschool.uoregon.edu/sites/gradschool1.uoregon.edu/files/graduatecoordinatorhandbookfinal.pdf





Questions?


